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Trevor Burke graduated at Queens University Belfast, and, following academic 

appointments in Belfast and Manchester, he worked in general dental practice 

from 1975 to 1996 in Manchester, also working 1.5 days per week in the Unit 

of Restorative Dentistry at the University of Manchester.  His first Chair was in 

Glasgow in 1996, moving to become Professor of Primary Dental Care at the 

University of Birmingham and Hon. Consultant in Restorative Dentistry in 

2000, becoming part- time in 2014, before retiring in October 2020.   

 

Trevor is (co-) author of 370 papers published in peer-reviewed journals, and 

three books.  His principal research interests are in the translation of in vitro 

research on dental materials into the clinical situation. 

 

 In this regard, he co-ordinates the work a practice-based research group (The 

PREP Panel, with 30 dentists UK-wide) who carry out clinical and “handling” 

evaluations of a variety of materials. He also is engaged in extensive work on 

survival of restorations, using a database of circa 10 million restorations at 16 

years. Trevor has been awarded over 70 research grants. 

 

Until recently, and since 2002, he was Programme Director of a Master’s 

course in Advanced General Dental Practice, a part time course designed to 

suit the busy lives of dental practitioners. A Distance version of the course 

commenced in Feb.2013.  

 

Trevor’s other jobs include being the Editorial Director of Dental Update, a UK-

based peer-reviewed publication, a position that he has held since 1996. He 

also finds time to carry out medicolegal work, writing and lecturing.  


